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heir of Norfolk, whose  quarrels   and affrays   had
several times caused scandal at Court.    There was
much ill-will also between  Surrey and  his sister,
the widowed Duchess of Richmond, who after the
death  of   her  young   husband   had  been   almost
betrothed to Sir Thomas  Seymour.1   With these
elements of enmity a story was trumped up which
frightened the sick King into the absurd idea that
Surrey aimed at succeeding to  the crown, to the
exclusion of  Henry's  children.     It was sufficient
to send him to the Tower, and afterwards to the
block  as  one  of  Henry's   most  popular   victims.
His father, the aged Duke of Norfolk, was got rid
of by charges of complicity with him.    Stripped of
his garter, the first of English nobles was carried
to the Tower by water, whilst  his brilliant poet
son was led through the streets of London like a
pickpurse, cheered to the echo by the crowd that
loved  him.     The   story   hatched to  explain the
arrests to the public, besides the silly gossip about
Surrey's coat-of-arms and claims to the crown, was,
that whilst the King was thought to be dying in
November at Windsor, the Duke and his son had
plotted to obtain possession of the Prince for their
own  ends on the   death  of his father.     Having
regard for the plots and counterplots that we know
divided the Council at the time, this is very pro-
bable, and was exactly what Hertford and Dudley
were doing, the Prince, indeed, being  then in his
uncle's keeping at Hertford Castle.
1 Surrey prompted his sisterj on this occasion to appeal to the King
for permission to many Seymour, and to act in such a way that the
King might fall in love with her, and make her his mistress, " so that she
might have as much power as the Duchess d'Etampes in France." The
suggestion was specially atrocious, as she was the widow of Henry's son.